

WITHDRAWN 6/24/14


Introduced by Council Member Redman: 

RESOLUTION 2012-732-W
A RESOLUTION URGING THE MAYOR, AS APPROVED BY THE HEMMING PLAZA SUBCOMMITTEE, TO IMMEDIATELY REMOVE TABLES AND CHAIRS FROM HEMMING PLAZA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Hemming Plaza was originally established as a public square in 1857 by Isaiah Hart, the founder of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the Hart family deeded the land to the City in 1861 for use as a “City Park,” being the first and oldest park in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, in 1977, the City renovated the park converting it into a concrete and brick-paved square and changed the name to Hemming Plaza; and

WHEREAS, Hemming Plaza now stands as a public plaza located at the heart of the government center in downtown; and
WHEREAS, tables and chairs were erected in Hemming Plaza to provide for passive recreation and enjoyment of the plaza by the public; and 
WHEREAS, over the last several years, more and more people, including transients and the homeless, occupy Hemming Plaza  beginning early in the morning and staying throughout the day socializing and playing cards, which prevents other members of the public from enjoyment and use of the plaza; and 

WHEREAS, downtown businesses have complained of the noise, vulgar language and aggressive and unruly behavior that sometime erupts due to the card games and loitering; and  
WHEREAS, due to such noise, vulgar language and aggressive and unruly behavior, the public perception of Hemming Plaza, although incorrect, is that it is a high crime area; and 

WHEREAS, the removal of chairs and tables from Hemming Plaza should result in making Hemming Plaza less desirable for those exhibiting unruly or otherwise bad behavior; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Mayor Urged to Remove Tables and Chairs from Hemming Plaza. The Council of the City of Jacksonville does hereby urge the Mayor, as approved by the Hemming Plaza Subcommittee, to immediately remove the tables and chairs from Hemming Plaza to minimize the undesirable behavior and activities currently occurring at Hemming Plaza.  

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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Paige Hobbs Johnston
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